Museumplein, Amsterdam
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A bwo-sioniy undemground car-park for 800 cars, an underground
suparmarket, an underground Bus-parking facility for 25 touring-
cars and above ground pasions and kiosks— these were & parts
af the master plan by Danish |andscape archifect, Sven ingear
Andersson for the Mussumplen. The Mussumplain is & major
sOUare in Amsiesdam, which borders the Rilks Musaum, The Van
Gogh Museum, the Stedeljk Musaum and the Concangebeus,

Tha car park was awarded the 2001 EPA Award for 'best new
car park in Europe’,

A car park for pedestrians

The open space of the Museumnplain s in shemp contrast wilh the
charrn and infimacy of the old fown cenber and surmounding ne-
ighbourhood. The design for the square by Danish landscape
architect, Sven Ingvar Andersson, fotuses on this contrast. Like
the: eyt of a hurricane, #is a plece of quistness in the mddle of
dynamic strength. Duich architect and interior-anchitect Kees
Spanjers designed the underground buildngs and the pavilons,
which seree as anfrances 1o these buldings, in doss consuliat-
ian with Anderseon.

Cn the south side of the square, near the Concergeboun, ther
& an werground car park for S0 cars and an undenground
supermarket (2000). The entrancs o the car park and supam-
arket is undemeath a sleping lmwn, The car park desion |s guided
by the matto 'design a garage for pedestrians’, and the: obwvious
toach o an infenor designer gives a new perception o a usualy
naglecied design-ssue.

Because there is na buiding above the garage, the stuciurs
cesign coukd be adapted to a favourable routing, 5o thal divers
I i wery quick and easy. Whan the diver kavas tha car and
becomes & pedesian, thers is a dramafic change in view. Mood
and leyout ane designed on a scale for pedestrans. Light Rdures
arg rrcnmiid above the doors of the parked cars, From every
paint in the parleng structure, these & a clear and straight route
fo passapeways that lead to the exils. The structural design and
Colours suppor easy orentation. Acoustic absorphion soowe the
readways muflles the noize of moving cars, which & normally
very cbwiows in a naturally cedet subleranean armvironment. A
technically advanced thrust vensiation system, using low noiss
ventiators, ensunes optimum air qualty and evoids the nead for
duchesark on e cailings.

A bwo-shorey high walleway, wihich exits al both ands, is bathed
in daylight, due 1o & inear skylight in the lawn above. At nigh,
this sxdight is illuminatisd by an arificial ight sowos. The wse of
kght and transparant materials aven daustrophobic lesings, and
claar, unobstnucted views provide pubic securty. For drivers and
padestmans, itis a pleasune to visit this high quality car park,

Company; Zaanen Spanjens Ca Architecten
Address: Gewvestigd in Pakiuds de Mesouis 308,
Qudezidavoorbungwal 1012 GL, Amsterdam
Tel: 31-20-625-3973

E-maail: inlo & zsa.n
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