Meervaart:
Theatre and Conference Centre

Amsterdam, The Metherdands
History
The Meervaart was bulld a5 & commanity centre and ard to finance sl the cultursl activities the
theater im the district Osdorp, an urhan expansion building was used as a congress centre during
designed in the 1950° and &0, It opened its doors wepkdays. Oue to this extenshee use and the
in 1975, and was an immediate sueees. The oultursl vast audiencess, the building with the open
centre had an open plan, and howsed a 450 seat flar plan spon became urrsnrkakble, Pupils from

multifunctional theater space, an art-film house sea-  the school of music interfered with the attendants
ting 120, and branches of the public libary,  of commerncial congresses, and sounds fram the theatne
the schoal of music and a creabivity centre, distwbed the public Library, And vice versa, After 15
Thanks to progressive theater programming  years planning for alterations and  extensions
and bwe talk-shows that where broadcasted  began.
om matianal television. fame of the Meenmart
spread wider than the Incal commuenity A Project
strong mix of theatre and music festivals  In 1994 Zaamen Spanjers os was selected as archi-
attracted an audience fromm all over the egn, et for what then was to be an extension of the



existing building. The firm was krnown far its
experience in building for theatre and renava-
ton and re-wte of ald builfings, such as the
wizrld Famous Beurs van Berlage” in Amsterdare,
which hecame a concert hall. In a process of sket-
ching, calculating and concelving & program, archi-
tects and Clk=nt worked closely together and draw
up & plan that ultimately existed of a total renewal of
the old bidlding, leaving only & part af the cancrets
framse as a starting peint for the design.
The new building includes a 840 seat mals
auditorium with a fully equiped stage anea,
a 300 seat sthudie theatre, 10 additional
confesence reams in varkogs sizes, as well
a5 Poyers, catering facilities ebc, Also the
public library and the school of music got
there own expanded ipaces and seperate
efitramées, enabling them to functian
AULDNOTTOLE.
SHIL it was the aim of the designers to bring
hack some of the old buildings Aexibility into
the new design. Themefome the main auditorium is
designed as a flat-floor hall with a fieed bhaloony
and side balconies. Speclally designed retracta-
ble tribunes with full comfort rebractable seating
provide bwo main seating plans: with low rsers
For musical and opera, and with hlgher risers for
drama and ballet shows. Alse, the tribunes can
b fudly remeved using air cushion lifting system

(and stalled undermseath the main stage). Then, the
back wall af the suditorivm can be fufly opened ta
cannect the auditorium and the foyer, thus oeating
an open space capable of hausing 2000 spectators
for pog-concerts and the lika,
The studio theatre ks locsted abows
the entrarnce hall, and has a 12 meter
wide and T meter high window an
the back stage, overlooking a Large
pord. With this window the natuml
seenery and sunsets can be used as a
set-cesign, but of course the window can also be
fully Blacked-put to provide a more intmate thea-
tre atmaosphene. Thanks to this window the black-
b theatre can alsa be used for receptions, parties
and a range of other activities.
Facilities for congresses in variaws sizes of up to
B0 |JEI3|:||.E' are avatlable, including bmeak-out rooms,
catering faclities, multi-media equipmeant eto
The imterior design is adopied to accomodate sl the
different audiences, varying fram a small scale drama
audiente or commencial congress to a large scale
pop-concert audience, Natural and strong materlals
are wsed for foor and wall coverings, providing a
warm atmosphese and yed 4 durable Fnish,
Much attention has been given to acou-
stics and acowstic isolation of the buil-
ding, as the makn programming of the
theatre is music and musical productions.
Alsa, the new schoal of music {5 equiped
for the study of amplified irstruments,
including thves fully isolated pop-stu-
dia’s,
The new Meervaart opemed fn september
1954,



Doorsnede over theateropatelling &

y
2hi

e

| e
i J, | j 5 ﬁ:""-""j;—-

Duorsnede over theateropstelling B




Projectdata

Daxsig i
Construction
Construction costs
Grois Area:

(iert:

Architect:
project architects:
Interior design:

Acoustics and bailding physics:

Mechamical Enginesr;
Construction Enginear:
Theatra technical engineasing:

Staqe eguipment and fies
Retractable seating:

Technical Data main stage:
Swiface of stage:

(irchestra pit:

Proscenium opening:
Sldestage |eft-

Sidestage right:

rear stage:

Fly facilithes:

Fly tormer:

Tesshinical data studsn thaatre;
Area:

Lighting bridges:
Ry facilities:
Sourd system:
Light;

1904 = 19407

1948 - 15405

ca. € 10.000,000,00 {1630}

ca, W00 m?

Stichting de Mesrsaart and

[NG Vastgoed Onteakkeling BY

BY Zaamen Spanjers Architecten GMA|BN]
Kees Spanjers ard Gerrlt Goudkil

BV Eaanen Spanjers Architecten BNAIBNI
Kees Spanjers and Radboud van Beekum
Advieshureau Peutz and Assacies BV

Ir. Roh Metkemeijer

Baer en Post BV

[ngenieurshunay Zonmeweld BY

BY Lasnen Spanjers Architecten BNAIEN]
and techmical staff de Meervaart
Stakebrand BY

Jezet Seating

#2 meter wide ¥ 14 meter depth

20 meter wide % 3 meter dopli

19 meter wide » O metor high (max,]

& meter wide x & meter hin;h

3 meter wide x & meter kigh

313 meter wide x 6 meter depth x 8 meter high
42 campister controled mechanical flies,

19 m. lifting I'in]!]l;

22 m wide x 14 m depth = 22 m high

Lighting toewers {manteaux) and electric spaot ba,
1 lighting bridges in auditosium

200 dimmers 2.5 kw 220 W) Compulight corsole
fpoges wiund system with Somdomft rr.'i::irq consnle
Infra red system

14 = 25 meter, stage 14 (w] x 12 {d) meter, retrac
table sesting area 14 x 13 meter. Hight 7 meters
under lighting bridges, 9,5 meter total hight.
grid with 5 bridges

10 mechanical Ries, 9 moker Lifting height
Apogee with Soundcraft console

72 dimmers (2.5 kw Z200) BED,

Phaton and Spark corsole




